INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
nine months away), young Carnegie followed the po-
litical pageantry with absorbed eagerness and gazed with
awe upon the visiting statesmen who paraded the streets.
In this year Mr. Scott was made general superinten-
dent of the railroad, with headquarters at Altoona. He
took his indispensable assistant with him. Now the Little
Scotch Devil was given the title of secretary and raised
to fifty dollars, later sixty-five dollars a month. His field
widened. He was no longer a clerk.
The Carnegies sold their house for fifteen hundred
dollars and left Slabtown forever. They took a comfort-
able house in Altoona and hired a servant. Margaret Car-
negie accommodated herself to the change grumblingly.
She had cooked and washed and mended for her boys so
long.
In Altoona, Carnegie enjoyed a wider social life than
had been possible in Allegheny City. Always a-flutter
for feminine society, he attached himself to Rebecca
Stewart, Superintendent Scott's comely niece. They
walked and drove together constantly. Carnegie's
rcrush" on this charming young woman became so
marked that Altoona folk speculated upon a possible
match. They did not know of the peremptory pledge to
remain single during her life-time which the irresistible
Margaret Carnegie had exacted from her first born.
There are indications that the canny youth welcomed
the seemingly harsh inhibition* He and his oaken mother
were in thorough agreement that no entangling roman-
tic alliance must be permitted to thwart a career which!
both felt was to be notable.
The Carnegie fortunes were furthered immeasurably
at this time by a chance meeting. Carnegie was being